
Curriculum vitae 

since 2005 W3 Professorship for Cellular and Molecular Neurobiology at the 
 Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin
2002 - 2005 W1 Assistant Professor for Neurobiology at the Charité
1999 - 2002  Postdoctoral fellow at University of California, San Francisco (Advisor: Prof. R. 

Nicoll)
1997 - 1999 Postdoctoral fellow at the Department of Neurophysiology, Charité (Advisor: Prof. 

U. Heinemann)
1992 - 1997 PhD thesis, Department of Neurophysiology at the University of Cologne and the 

Charité
1994 - 1997 Studies in medicine, Charité
1990 - 1994 Studies in medicine, University of Cologne

Research fi elds
Our group is active in the fi eld of cellular and molecular neurobiology with the following major 
areas:
• Cellular and molecular mechanisms of synaptic plasticity
• Mechanisms and function of short-term and long-term plasticity at the hippocampal mossy
 fiber synapse
• Modulation and development of synaptic transmission, plasticity and neuronal networks
• Homeostatic plasticity, hyperexcitability, epilepsy
• ‘Synaptopathy’ in neurological-psychiatric disorders such as epilepsy, Alzheimer’s disease,
 mental retardation, autism

Activities in the scientifi c community, honors, awards 
2005 Bernard Katz Award (Eilat, Israel), Bert Sakmann and Alexander von Humboldt 

Foundation
2005 Schilling Award, German Neuroscience Society 
2004 Primo loco position for a Professorship in Neuroscience at the International 

University Bremen (IUB), declined
2004 Appointed to the Otto Loewi Center for Cellular and Molecular Neurobiology, 

Israel
2004 Appointed to the Young Academy (Junge Akademie), the Berlin-Brandenburg 

Academy of Sciences and Humanities (Berlin-Brandenburgische Akademie 
der Wissenschaften - BBAW) and the German Academy of Natural Scientists 
Leopoldina

2003/2004 Teaching Award, Graduate Program Medical Neurosciences, Charité 
2002 Junior Research Group (Emmy Noether Program)
1999 Research Fellowship (DFG)
1998 Humboldt Award for Best Thesis, Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin
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Charité – Universitätsmedizin Berlin
Neuroscience Research Center
Charitéplatz 1, 10117 Berlin
Phone: +49 (0)30 - 450 539 054
E-Mail: dietmar.schmitz@charite.de 
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